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Vaccine garners funding
By Daniel Garcia Ordaz
The Pan American

• The Daytona 500 may
have produced the kind of
excitement NASCAR
officials were hoping for,
but that excitement came
at a terrible cost NASCAR
legend Dale Earnhardt was
killed in the final turn of the
final lap Sunday when his
car was bumped by
another and sent head-on
into the wall at 180 mph.
An autopsy showed blunt
force trauma to the head _
as the cause of Earnhardt's
death, but could not
determine if a safety
device used to protect the
head and neck would have
saved his life,

The University of Texas-Pa

A Florida-based pharmaceutical
company gained federal financial sup
port earlier this month to study a nico
tine vaccine found effective in rats.
"Some form of vaccination against
nicotine would be highly useful
because vaccinated individuals would
not be able to get a 'kick' from the
nicotine in tobacco smoke or chewing
tobacco," said Alan I. Leshner, direc
tor of NIDA.
NIDA, (National Institute of Drug
Abuse) a branch of the National
Institutes of Health, announced a fouryear grant to Nabi, the drug manufac
turer of the vaccine, called NicVAX.
Research published in 1999 acade
mic journals (Pharmacology
Biochemistry and Behavior;
Psychopharmacology) showed rats
injected with NicVAX could block
nicotine's effect on parts of the brain.
NicVAX also reduced the heart rates
of rats in studies. The equivalent of

ten packs of cigarettes a day was
injected into the rats' bodies by
researchers.
NicVAX, the vaccine used on rats
in the study, caused antibody forma
tion. As a result, no addiction to nico
tine was found in rats injected with
NicVAX.
"If people found tobacco less
rewarding, they would be less likely to
continue using it," Leshner said.
Researchers hope to use NicVAX to
help nicotine addicts wishing to cease
tobacco products use. If approved,
NicVAX will be injected into nicotineaddicted humans to reduce the need
their brains have for nicotine's effects.
Nabi will be conducting preclinical
research to determine whether the vac
cine is toxic to animals before the
compound is tested on humans. If
proven safe and effective on animals,
the drug will be tested on people dur
ing clinical trials.
Nabi's research should begin next
fall, and clinical trials on humans will

See NICOTINE page 4

"Understanding Nicotine
The American Heart Association lists nicotine use, especially
smoking, as a risk factor to heart disease and stroke.
In the lungs, nicotine numbs tiny cilia (hair-like appendages),
which normally help the body get rid of unwanted fluids in the
pulmonary tract.
"Smoker's cough" results from the paralyzing effects on the cilia
from inhaled nicotine.
Nicotine also acts as a vasoconstrictor. Nicotine causes blood
vessels, including vessels, which supply blood to the heart and
brain, to narrow.
Narrowing of the heart's oxygen-carrying blood vessels (coronary
arteries) causes angina pectoris (chest pain), which may be a
warning sign of heart attack (myocardial infarction). Nicotine also
increases heartrate (pulse), making the heart pump faster than
normal, which increases cardiac output and may cause bruising to
the heart muscle.
Similar narrowing of the brain's arteries, arterioles and
capillaries may cause stroke, aneurysms, or blood clots.
When coupled with other risk factors, such as high blood pressure
(hypertension), nicotine's effects can be especially deadly.

New medication prevents
virus from entering cells

NEWS
• "Win one for the
Gipper." Looks like the
Gipper has done it again,
The United States' 40th
president Ronald Reagan
was named the "greatest
U.S. president by the
latest Gallup survey.
Reagan racked up 18
percent of the votes.
John F. Kenedy finished
second with 16 percent
and Abraham Lincoln
third with 14. Bill Clinton
finished fourth with 9
percent.

By Ryan Zimmerman-Weaver
The Pan American

Ileana Garcia-Spitz/r/ie Pan American

Members of the UTPA Folkloric Dance Company perform in
their last series of ALEGRIA 2001 concert Sunday afternoon.

HTV/AIDS patients desperately need
new medication to suppress the infec
tion in their body. Specialists from the
8th annual Retrovirus Conference in
Chicago said a new drug may be avail
able as early as next year.
Right now there are 18 prescription
anti viral agents available, but to be
effective they cannot be taken one at a
time. These older classes of drugs are
combined to form powerful "cock
tails".
"It's 'custom therapy' in conjunction
with the doctor and the patient. After
the medical evaluation, they jointly
agree on the medicine regimen," said
Mary Rincones, director of the ADDS
Ministry Proyecto Salud by Comfort
House.

Comfort House is nonprofit, non
government funded organization that
opened 11 years ago by Sister Marian
Strohmeyer. Comfort House assists all
terminally ill people, including those
with HIV and AIDS.
The cocktails work by either pre
venting the virus from leaving an
infected cell, called a CD4 cell, or by
attacking the vims in the CD4 cell.
Either way, the drags are used after the
patient's cells are infected with the
virus. By this time, the virus is already
replicating in the body.
These old drags have been very
effective in suppressing the AIDS virus
in many patients.
Until now.
Researchers say there will be new
medicines available soon, maybe even

See AIDS page 4
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Automotive racing never inter
ested me as much as other sports. I
occasionally watched a race, but
never sat through a complete one.
Even though I wasn't a racing
fan I still mourn the death of the
sport's greatest racer.
Dale Earnhadt's tragic and
untimely passing will leave iyokj
in the sport and in his fans for a
long time to come.
Thousands of people die every
day. Only very few of
them,though, are sports heroes. In
the past year and a half these
heroes seem to be leaving us in
groups.
Just when we were getting over
the death of Wilt Chamberlain
early last year, NFL legend Walter
Payton lost his battle to cancer and
golfing great Payne Stewart died
in a horrible plane crash.
Within the same year auto rac
ers Adam Petty and Kenny Irwin
also died on the track.
Earlier this year New York
Met's outfielder Tommy Agee

died of a heart attack and just yes-^
terday former Hank Aaron teania-'
mate with the Braves Eddie
Mathews died of complications
with pneuiponia.
It hasn't even been a yea* since
coaching legend Tom Landry died
as well.
As an officionato of alfsports I mourn all these deaths even
though I may not have been their
fan.
f mourn Earnhardt as a sports
fan, not a racing fan.
Although they were all sports
legends, Earnhardt's death was dif
ferent. He is the only one of the
group to have died while still a top
competitor in his sport.
The Intimidator, as he was
known, died doing what he loved
and you have to respect that.
He died setting up a screen for
his son and Daytona 500 winner
Michael Waltrip. His death was
somewhat symbolic of him pass
ing on the torch to the younger
racers.
Let us hope Earnhardt Jr..and
other young racers five like
Earnhardt and are as competitive

as him.
Earnhardt's legacy fives on in
the racers who imitate his style of
racing. It fives on in his son and
the rest of his family.
Earnha4rt Jr. learned enough
from his dad to move on and con
tinue racing, and not be intimidat
ed by the loss of his father.
There are many heroes who
have died that weren't mentioned,
but they're all remembered and
missed.
It almost leaves us asking the
scary and dark question "Who's
next?"

Submit your Thumbs Up and
Thumbs Down to The Pan
American bcc<itisG wc src
run out of Ideas*

Thumbs up to the
girl on the Verizon f§
Wireless ad.
Thumbs up to
sales.
Thumbs up to
good health.
Thumbs up to cool
weather.
Thumbs up to
student discounts.
Thumbs up to
people who
submit thumbs up
& thumbs down.

I Thumbs down to
working while sick.
I Thumbs down to The
Offspring.
I Thumbs down to the
passing of a legend.
I Thumbs down to
doing bad on a test
you studied for all
night
l Thumbs down to
wannabes.
I Thumbs down to
medicine that
doesn't work.

Don't be shy. If we had your input we wouldn't have had
to run this ad. Whether it be comments, complaints about
professors, administrators, or you just want to rant about
something... anything, it doesn't matter whether it was on
•, ii",

it •

I

I Thumbs down to
overdosing on
Valentine's candy.
I Thumbs down to
psycho
girlfriends/boyfriends.
I Thumbs down to
running out of funds.
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What did Dale Earnhardt
mean to the sport of auto
racing?
-Irene Trevino

Rolando Garza
"Live Free or Die." We should all
be as fortunate to pass on doing
our egp'Walent of racing. He
meant longevity.
Do you watch NASCAR? Some, I saw

the wreck.
Favorite Driver:

Rusty Wallace

Felipe Recalde

Vela to speak at International
Conference on Health Issues
Special to The Pan American

He was like the Michael Jordan of
auto racing. It was a big shock to
see his son win 2nd, and him die
all in a matter of 4 seconds.
Do you watch NASCAR?

No, but I
watched the wreck live.
Favorite Driver: I don't have one.

Carlos Alvarado
He was the Grand daddy of auto
racing. He was the head of one
of the major racing families. It
shows that everyone's mortal.
Do you watch

news briefs

NASCAR? Sometimes.

Favorite Driven

Jeff Gordon

Jody Tittle
He made a lifetime commitment
to the sport. He was a positive
influence on his children, and
made many milestones during his
career.
Do you watch NASCAR?

No.
Favorite Driven Richard Petty

Juan Carlos Garza
Dale Earnhardt was a major icon
to stock car racing, and it is a
horrible tragedy to see a living
legend leave the sport this way.
Do you watch NASCAR?

Always.
Favorite Driven Rusty Wallace

Dr. Leonel Vela, dean of the
Regional Academic Health
Center (RAHC), will be the
keynote speaker at the annual
International Conference on
Health Issues, March 8 at UTPA.
The one-day conference, which
costs $75, will be at the
International Trade and
Technology Building. The noon
luncheon with Vela at the
University Ballroom is $20.
The International Conference
on Health Issues provides a
forum of international exchange
of health-related information and
research. It brings together physi
cians, health educators, nurses
and other health care providers
for possible future collaboration
in health care research, service
and education.
Internationally known speakers
will present new research related
to health issues affecting the.
world, especially diseases preva
lent in the Lower Rio Grande
Valley and Mexico. Experts in
diabetes and cancer highlight the
agenda, along with a panel of
experts from Mexico and the
United States who will discuss
health economics.,
A San Juan native, Vela has
firsthand knowledge of the
importance of research on serious
and infectious diseases in the
area. He directed the local public
health response to a nationally
publicized Ebola Reston outbreak

in Alice and directed comprehen
sive surveillance and intervention
response to a dengue fever out
break in South Texas.
Vela received a Bachelor of
Science degree in microbiology
from Stanford with a concurrent
Bachelor of Arts in psychology.
He obtained a Doctor of
Medicine degree at Baylor
College of Medicine in Houston,
and Harvard conferred on him the
Master of Public Health degree,
where he was also the Kellogg
Fellow in Health Policy and
Management.
His many accomplishments
include completion of a Texas
Department of Health preventive
medicine/public health residency
program and selection as a
National Institutes of Mental
Health/American Psychological
Association Minority Fellow.
Among the conference's other
scheduled speakers are Drs.
Guillermo Tortolero-Luna and
Sharon Brown.
Bom in Mazatlan, Sinaloa,
Mexico, Tortolero is an assistant
professor of gynecologic oncolo
gy and an assistant epidemiolo
gist at the U. T. MD Anderson
Cancer Center-Houston. His
focus is on developing strategies
to meet the cancer health needs of
Hispanics and assure appropriate
ness and accessibility to cancer
research, prevention-control pro
grams and health care services.
Brown is associate vice presi
dent for research at U. T. Austin,

and her research, "A Border
Health Initiative for MexicanAmericans with Type 2
Diabetes," is done in collabora
tion with Dr. Craig L. Hanis of
the U. T. Health Science CenterHouston. Much of the research
data has been gathered in StanCounty, where an estimated 97
percent of the population is
Mexican-American.
Following the conference is a
National Institutes of Health
(NIH) National Cancer Institute
grant-writing workshop coordi
nated by NIH administrator Joe
Bowe, March 9-11.
The three-day workshop will
provide colleges, universities and
institutions with substantial
minority student enrollment the
expert training and consultation
to negotiate and secure NIH con
tracts. It also will provide oppor
tunities for partnerships that
enhance teaching, research and
community development at
Hispanic Serving Institutions
(HSIs) and the communities they
serve.
The conference and workshop
are sponsored by the UTPA
College of Health Sciences and
Human Services, the U. T. Health
Science Center-San Antonio and
the NIH National Cancer
Institute.
For more information, contact
Pat Bortoni at the College of
Health Sciences and Human
Services at 956/381-2292 or 3185235.

1. Campus Safety Tips: Protecting Yourself While Traveling
Tip #1:

an unanswered phone.

Arrange for someone to pick up your mail and newspaper, do not stop

Tip #5:

delivery. Mail that is delivered and picked up and newspapers that are

Leave a key with a trusted neighbor so they can check the house periodi

delivered and picked up, make it appear that you are home.

cally.

Tip #2:

Tip #6:

Do not publicize your vacation plans.

Do not put a message on your answering machine which says you will be

Tip #3:

gone for a long time.

Do not have your phone disconnected. It is better for a burglar to think you
are out for a short period of time than to be away for a long period of time.

Anyone with information on these or any campus crimes please contact the

Tip #4:

University Police Department at 316-7151 or call Crime Stoppers at 381-2666.

Turn down the ringer volume on your phone. A burglar outside can not hear

messages can be sent to crimeline@panam.edu.

Internet
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AIDS continued trom page

NICOTINE continued trom page 1
tentatively begin in 2002.
"I think research in the areas of alternative
treatments to prevent or help with the cessa
tion of smoking is a good and useful endeav
or," said Richard Gray, director of student
health services at UTPA. "Of course, like any
other issue, there will always be students and
other people that will benefit from it"
John Hudsonpillar, a junior in T.V. & Film
at UTPA, and a tobacco smoker, said if the
government wants reduced smoking habits the
government should "play a little bit of a hand
too" by subsidizing the vaccine for smokers
who want to quit.
"I think if they can find a way to make it
inexpensive and make it over-the-counter a lot
of people will use it," Hudsonpillar said. "If it

was fairly expensive, smokers might have a
problem with that."
Even if the nicotine vaccine works,
Hudsonpillar said, smokers may not stop using
tobacco, but may consider the vaccine when
quitting.
"It's like, 'Okay, I can smoke and then take
a shot or whatever,'" Hudsonpillar said. "I
don't think [a vaccine] is going to make them
stop more."
Leshner, whose NIDA office also funds
research on the effects of illicit drug use, said
prevention is the best treatment for nicotine
addiction.
Gray said his office will begin a local
research endeavor related to nicotine addic
tion. The health services office is working on a

long-term project with the BACCHUS &
GAMMA Peer Educators on an alternative
advertising program for smoking cessation,
Gray said.
"It works on a social norming theory rather
than always telling you the bad things," Gray
said. "We'll be doing surveys as to the levels
of smoking on campus and who would be
interested in doing the cessation therapies or
activities we could help coordinate."
Tobacco companies would not be hurt by a
nicotine vaccine, Hudsonpillar said, since they
always seem to "bounce back."
"I don't think cigarette companies are gonna
have a problem with it because they're always
going to find a new marketing strategy to
combat the vaccine," Hudsonpillar said.

Tired of paying for high cost
ink. jet cartridges and laser toner
Introducing t h e Kyocera Ecosys FS-1200 Printer

Cartrlil»«i8ss

technology
at an affordable price.
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. . . . . . . . .
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This 12 pages per minute laser printer
features a drum life of 100,000 prints,
with a toner yield of 5,000 prints.
Ideal for home, school or small office.
And now for a limited time

Digital Service and Sales
offers the FS-1200 to teachers and students
for only $399.00

•

Digital Service and Sales
5401 N. 10th St. Suite 128, McAllen, TX 78504
(956)664-2113 (877)385-8399
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ready for approval by the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) in 2002.
Infectious disease specialist Octavio
Ramilo MD from Dallas who attended the
Retrovirus Conference on February 4-8,
explained that the new drug will go through
several steps before actually being approved
for use.
Ramilo said the medicine is first tested in
test tubes and then in animals to measure tox
icity.
Ramilo added that after the medicine is
tested in human volunteers the medicine is
tested in a comparative study with other simi
lar drugs.
"If everything goes according to planned,
the drug will be available in 2002," Ramilo
said. "It takes at least one year and several
hundred patients."
Rimcones expressed mixed feelings about
the new drug.
"I am so glad for the research, but I am
very cautious about it. I have a lot of hope,"
Rincones said about the potential new drug.
The new drugs currently being tested are
called entry inhibitors and work to prevent
the vims from even entering the CD4 cells in
the first place.
Based on test results from the last year, the
entry inhibitors have low toxicity and mini
mal side effects.
"[The HIV vims] mutates a lot. That muta
tion leads to drug resistance in the medicines.
If you suppress the vims with 3 or 4 very
potent medications, then there won't be any
drug resistance," Ramilo said.
•

we throw all kinds of

[obstacles] at you.
tuition isn't one of them*

Sheer cliffs, rope bridges, final exams. With obstacles like these in your way, tuition's the last thing
you should have to worry about. But if you Qualify, you cm get a 2- or 3-year Army ROTC scholarship
that'll help make life easier over the long haul, Tsfk to your Army ROTC representative. And get a
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K

>

**•

#
*

leg up on your future,

ARMY ROTC

Unlike any other college course you can take#

2- and 3- Year Scholarships - Full Tuition & Stipend
Call 956-381-3600
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:

M PAN MOW

February 20, 2001

Page 5

Unlimited calling to other Cingular customers at no additional charge.

Folks, there's a new wireless company in town with 20 million customers nationwide.
Cingular Wireless is the coming together of 11 companies, including
Southwestern Bell Wireless.
To kick things off, when you sign up with Cingular Wireless, you'll get unlimited calls
with other Cingular customers in your home area. So you don't have to worry about
your minutes running out. Plus, you can send unlimited text messages. All you have to
do is activate a Cingular HomeSM plan with access of $29.99 or higher. So start
gabbing, unlimited, with all your buddies. At no additional charge.
It's our way of making it easy for you to express yourself, 24/7
$2099
Home Plan:

»

200 minutes

$4999

$6999

• • 500 minutes

• 700 minutes
Nofea 5165

Nokia 8260

$19

$99

Service offer available to new and existing customers.

Pick one of these two
Nokia phones.

NOKIA
Ojmmctmrmmjt

Southwestern Bell Wireless

i s

n o w

part

of

X cingular

SM

WIRELESS

What do you have to say?"
1-866-CINGULAR
www. cingular:com
Available At:

Cingular Wireless Stores

BROWNSVILLE 1900 N Expy, Ste. A. 541-6200

2370 N Expy., Sunrise Mall, 554-9201
HARLINGEN 6902 W Expy. 83, 428-6200
Mon - Fri 9 to 6, Sat 10 to 4
2020 S Expy. 83, VaiSe Vista Mail, 428-3040
MCALLEN 628 N McColl, 618-6300
Mon - Fri 9 to 6, Sat 10 to 4
La Plaza Mall, 2200 S 10th, 664-9882
MISSION 2206 W Paima Vista, 330-4933

Authorized Agents

BROWNSVILLE Payne Lincoln Mercury

Sam's, 1600 Price Rd„ 542-7600
Z-Wiretess, 2235 Boca Chica, 544-7000
Z-Wireless, 909 Parades Line Rd„ 544-3000
EDINBURG Bert Ogden, 4221 S Hwy. 281, 381-4444
Z-Wireless, Echo Hotel Center, 380-3000
HARUNGEN Bert Ogden, 602 W Jackson, 412-2244
Boggus Motors. 1002 W Harrison Ave., 423-2580
Harlingen Subaru, 1116 W Harrison Ave., 440-8833
Payne Jeep Eagle, 1101 S Commerce, 423-3878
Z-Wireless, 649 N 13th St., 412-3000
Z-Wireless, 607 W Harrison Ave., 412-3000
MCALLEN Bert Ogden, 721 N Jackson Rd., 631-6666
Frank Smith, 304 S 2nd St., 686-3767

4017 N Expy. 83,350-4488

you have to sayTare service marks atCingutar Wireless LLC. Nokia, Connecting People, the8200 and the 5t

Sam's, 1400 E Jackson, 687-1241
Z-Wireless, 1820-B N 10th St, 631-3000
MERCEDES Mid Valley Ford
Mite 1 E at E Expy 83, 565-2421
MISSION Bert Ogden, 1400 E Expy 83, 581-1111
Bert Ogden Mazda, 2309 E Expy. 83,519-3333
Payne Mission, 2003 E Expy. 83, 584-6300
RIO GRANDE CITY Cellular Paging Outpost
1110 E Hwy. 83,487-1474
Z-Wireiess, 1100 E Hwy 83,487-8000
SAN BENITO Cellular Paging Outpost
361 E Business Hwy 77, 399-8300
SAN ISIDRO Farm and Ranch Supply
Hwy. 1017,481-3346

WESIACO Ed Payne Motors

727 E Hwy 83,968-2158
Payne Mitsubishi, 2401 E Expy. 83, 969-2828
Weslaco Motors, 2401 E Expy 83, 969-2525
Z-Wiretess, 617 S Texas Blvd., 968-3000
ZAPATA Cellular Paging Outpost
1511-B Hwy 83, 765-3303

Visit our retail centers located at

WAL*MART
Authorized Retailers
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Homo
Mechanicus
Oefectio

A UTPA instructor shows some of his work in the University
through Feb. 26 in an exhibit titled "Homo Mechanicus Defec
By Melissa Soto
The Pan American

Growing up as the son of a master mechanic
and contractor, Lenard Brown's childhood
introduced him to the machinery and tools
which he would later replicate throughout his
work.
"Every artist whether they admit it or not,
their work is somewhat autobiographical,"
Brown said. "When I realized that and started
accepting that, making art became a lot easier.
As I'm working on a print, other things feed
into it. Daily news, books I'm reading, stupid
stuff I read about, stupid stuff that happens
everyday and good stuff that happens every
now an then feeds into the work, and it evolves.
I filter out stuff to get to the conclusion of the
piece."
The UTPA art professor tells a story through
his art, with each piece portraying a chapter of
his life. Each print combines a subject or idea
from his childhood, college and professional
experiences. His current exhibit in the

University Gallery, entitled "Homo Mechanicus
Defectio", comments on past and present
human irony.
"A lot of times we put so much value into
machines or tools, like computers, telephones
and cars," Brown said. "But sometimes we lose
sight of the fact that we're not perfect beings,
so therefore how can we ever make something
that's perfect? Man is always going to be
greater than anything we make because any
thing we make is simply one aspect of who we
are."
With a natural inclination towards the metal
trade, Brown enrolled in several courses geared
towards the engineering field in high school,
and was offered scholarships. Brown, however,
knew he would never become an engineer.
"It's not that I ever decided to be an artist, I
decided not to be other things, because I was
always making art," Brown said.
Born and raised in Henderson, Texas, Brown
attended Lon Morris College, a small junior
college in Jacksonville, Texas before he gradu
ated from Texas A&M-Corpus Christi with a

(Above) - Brown's

exhibit shows past
and present
human irony by
demonstrating that
man is always
going to be greater
than anything he
can make.

draw
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(Right) - The

image in
"amaDiozi" is used
throughout several
of Brown's other
works of art.

Brown believes his work is somewhat autobiographical with each piece representing various chapters in his life.
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Thursday, February 22 The
AITP will hold its first meeting
with newly installed officers.
Students are encouraged to learn
about the Information Technology
Field and have fun. The meeting
starts at noon in BUS A room 116.

I

Brown's exhibit is on display in the University Gallery in the Communication Arts and
Sciences Building through February 26. Admission to the gallery is free.

BFAin
ing, printmaking and
ing in 1993. He then
ved his MFA from Ohio
: in 1997, and has since
lot of times we put so much value
taught at Purdue
ersity, the University of
into machines or tools, like computers,
aska and Alabama State,
telephones and cars. But sometimes we
hile working, he tries to
plify in order to amplify"
lose sight of the fact that we're not per
musing on one or two ideas
fect beings, so therefore how can we ever
:ime in order to create a
dialogue with the viewer,
make something that's perfect?
vn learned to compress
e in his prints by eliminat— Lenard Brown
)erspective. He structured
UTPA professor and artist
vork to act as thought bubfor the viewer, aiming to
Motherwell, an abstract expressionist.
i sequential mental images
Ironically, Brown did not appreciate
s art in their brains.
Motherwell's work until he read some of his
iome people are activists, or writers, or
writings on the relationship between symboloil workers and that's how they express
gy and ancient religions and cultures.
own social, political or religious views,"
As a result, he created his own symbology.
vn said. "And [I express my views] by
He designed "The Thirteen Oracles" by bor
ing images. I feel that people are going to
rowing Adrinka yellow bars and Zulu green
! some relationship to it, but they just have
bars for the number thirteen. The print deals
ferent process going about thinking about
with thirteen, which Brown believes to be a
nother source of inspiration for some of his
See Art Exhibit, page 9
pieces came after he studied Robert

Btown shows four categories he feels black men are put into (athlete, criminal, military and entertainer)
Nebraska. The flag represents racial tension while the barcode symbolizes lost identities.

he state of

Page 7

February

tos by
t Lynch

Gallery
:tio

MPJWFLFLMN

Friday, February 23 Student
Health Services offers a Men's
Wellness Clinic from 8:30 to
11:30 a.m. SHS will conduct
prostate, testicular and rectal
screenings for male students, fac
ulty and staff. To make an
appointment call 381-2511.
Friday, February 23 The
University Program Board
Diversions Committe presents
"Amistad," Friday, Feb. 23 at 3
and 7 p.m. in the Student Union
Theatre. Tickets are $1 for stu
dents, $1.50 for faculty and staff
and $2 for the public.
Friday, February 23 and
Saturday, February 24 The
UTPA Music Department presents
the UTPA Mariachi in concert on
Feb. 23 and 24 at 7 p.m. in the
Fine Arts Auditorium. The
Mariachi will be performing tradi
tional mariachi music including

Jalisciences, canciones rancheras
and baladas romanticas. Tickets
are $5 in advance and $7 at the
door.
Saturday, February 24 The
Accelerated Alternative Program
will conduct a workshop on the
Alternative Teacher Certification
process available through UTPA.
The session will run 9-10 a.m. in
room 119 in the College of
Education. For more information,
call 381-3486.
Monday, February 26 and
Tuesday, February 27 More than
30 people at least 18 years old are
needed for various roles in the
UTPA University Theatre produc
tion of William Shakespeare's
"The Tempest" which will run
April 25-29. Auditions begin at 7
p.m. both nights in the Studio
Theatre of the' Communication
Arts and Science Building. For
more information, call Director
Dr. Eric Wiley at 381-2338.

Wednesday, February 28
Student Health Services will con
duct a Women's Wellness Clinic
from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. Pap
smears, pelvic exams and breast
exams are at a reduced rate for all
female students, faculty and staff.
For information call 381-2511.
Thursday, March 1 through
Sunday, March 4 The UTPA pro
duction of "Elizabeth and
Robert," originally scheduled for
early December, has been moved
to March 1-4 in the University
Theatre. Performances begin at 8
p.m. Thursday through Saturday
with a Sunday matinee at 2 p.m.
A reception with refreshments
will follow in the Studio Theatre.
The performance is free to UTPA
faculty, staff and students with ID.
General admission is $5, and $10
for reserved seating. Students and
faculty from other colleges and
high schools are $3. For informa
tion call 381-3581.
Friday, March 2 and Saturday,
March 3 The UTPA Modem
Dance Ensemble presents its
spring concert both nights starting
at 7 p.m. in the Fine Arts
Auditorium. Tickets are $5 in
advance, $7 at the door and can
be purchased at the Payments and
Collections Office or by calling
381-2715.
Thursday, March 8 Dr. Leonel
Vela, dean of the Regional
Academic Health Center, will be
the keynote speaker at the annual
International Conference on
Health Issues at UTPA. The oneday conference costs $75 and will
take place in the International
Trade and Technology Building.
There will also be a noon lun
cheon with Vela at the University
Ballroom for $20.
Every Wednesday Student
Health Services (SHS) offers free
and confidential HIV testing and
counseling from 9 a.m. to noon.
Testing and counseling are done
at SHS on the first floor of Emilia
Hall. Students, faculty, staff and
community welcome. Ask for
Ruben.
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Into

The Baker (right) looks on as Jack (left, played by Jehu Arredondo) attempts to milk a magical cow just before the musical's climax.

Photos by Daniel Garcia Ordaz

The Baker (played by Kent Smither) pauses to reflect on his troubles before
one of his 19 musical numbers during a rehearsal of "Into the Woods."

"Into the Woods," Dr. Marian Monta's directoral Swan Song,
begins Tuesday night. Students and one guest get in free with
a validated UTPA identification card. Public performances run
Feb. 21-25. For more information, call (956) 381-3581.

(Above) - The

entire cast of "Into
the Woods" sings
during the Grand
Finale.
(Right) -Near the

end of the play,
Rapunzel (Lazara
Coronado) and her
prince (Chandler
Coy) are rewarded
for their trouble.

Lucinda (second from left, Yvette Rodriguez) and Cinderella's father (David Castenada) watch as Cinderella's
stepmother (Lezah Latimer) fits a slipper on daughter Florinda (Priscilla A. Ramos) as she winces in pain.
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Oriental Cafe
Chinese Restaurant
Hunan Cuisine

New Owner's
1900 W. University
Edinburg, Texas 78539
956-381-1331

APPLY NOW!
Monday-Friday,
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

1800 South Main

McAUen

*10-*15

per hour with our Pay
for Performance Program
Please bring two
pieces of
identification with
you when applying.

www.west.com

664-2617

We offer:
• Paid training
• Opportunity to work extra
hours and premium hours
• Flexible full- and part-time
positions
• Competitive base wage
• 100% tuition
reimbursement up to a
calendar year maximum
• Business casual dress on
Fridays and weekends
• Great benefits package

We are located off Hwy. 83 at
the Main Street Exit in the Main
Place Shopping Center across
from La Plaza Mall
E-mail: mcajobs@west.com

ART EXHIBIT continued from page 7
good luck number. Brown says the idea
behind thirteen stars, thirteen strips and thir
teen fence links comes from the concept of
ascention, which breaks worldly bounds.
"Thirteen breaks the earthly cycle and
extends to a heavenly and greater power,"
Brown said. "It's like Jesus and his 12 disci
ples, and King Arthur and his knights of the
round table. If you look on the dollar bill
there are thirteen steps on the pyramid, and
the eagle is holding thirteen arrows and thir
teen leaves."
At the same time, Brown realized using
people in his art could sometimes distract
the viewer from the message he was trying
to get across. In a conscience effort to chal
lenge his artistic skills, Brown decided to
handicap himself by not using people in his
work.
"I found myself drifting towards manmade objects and things that are functional
because they symbolize people who do the
action, or the machines which represent an
idea, a time period or a culture," Brown
said.
Other prints reflect stereotypes Brown
found himself categorized in as a student up
north. "Knebraska", a print on a map of
Nebraska, features a distressed confederate
battle flag, and a barcode over four black
men with the words athlete, criminal, mili
tary and entertainer. The flag refers to racial
tension, and the barcode plays on the idea of
lost identities.
"As a black guy you get put into one of
those four categories," Brown said.

"[People] would just lose interest if they
didn't think I was an athlete or on the GI
Bill or an entertainer. Then I must be a
thugish criminal."
Although "Homo Mechanicus Defectio"
contains prints from eight different series,
Brown connects each piece by carrying
ideas from one piece to another. Prints either
contain identical symbols like puzzle pieces
or chains.
Trained in the fine arts, Brown's area of
expertise includes traditional and contempo
rary painting techniques and printmaking
processes. He utilizes a variety of mediums,
including oil, acrylics, ink and watercolors,
and he does not have a preference between
painting, printmaking and drawing. Yet,
Brown does admit he will never produce
commercial art.
"Illustration is like being like a prosti
tute," Brown said. "Someone tells you what
to make, and you make it for them—that's
what commerical art is, you're a whore. You
do what you are told, and I don't like that.
I'm in fine arts, so I make what comes from
me. I'm not dictated."
A major part of his working and teaching
philosophy includes constant growth as an
artist. According to Brown, an artist at work
should never aim or plan for detailed results.
Work should be a constant evolution, chang
ing with the development and additon of
new ideas.
"If you know the results of what you're
going to do, it's purely academic, it's not
art," Brown said.

Disney Internships.

Opening Doors Now.

yui nLLiiuyy
Stop by the Eaca-Cala Spring Break
Booth9 grab a free coke and pick up
C^LM fL.£31 -1CtJfim3H CI9LMCi3BV9*i ffEB3T
South Padre island!
With the Coca-Cola Club Card
you could:
- Win cool prizes.
- Enter special Coca-Cola
beach contests.

When:
Where:
*Free Club Cards while supplies last

WALT DISNEY WORLD* College Program
Open the door to your future with an
Internship at the Walt Disney World Resort.
Network with Disney Management. Make amazing
friendships. And earn crucial real-world
experience. The key to your future is now.
Visit us a t wdwcollegeprogram.com for
more info. Then go to the presentation and
interview for the internship of your dreams!

3 / 0 6 / 0 1 6:00pm
S t u d e n t Union T h e a t r e

COLLEGE PROGRAM
wdwcollegeprogram.com
EOS - Ocawfng Cr**tivtty from Di**ciity • ft {?/*<»«?
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Tragedy stuns racing world

Hill lifts Brones past
Centenary, 68-66
Staff Reports

Terrell Hill's lay-up with
30 seconds left gave the
Broncs the lead for good as
UTPA defeated Centenary
College 68-66 in men's bas
ketball action Saturday at
the Gold Dome.
Junior Mire Chatman
again led the way for the
Broncs with 20 points and
eight rebounds. John
Braxton had a strong game
as well with 15 points on 5-

of-7 shooting from the
field. Brian Merriweather
had 13 points, three assists
and three rebounds.
Merriweather was also twoof-seven from downtown.
Ronnie McCollum, the
nation's leading scorer, led
the way with 33 points for
the Gents, nine rebounds
and six three-pointers.
Michael Gale was the
only other Gentleman in
double figures with 10
points.

the game from the start and led

by as many as nine points in the
first half, before settling for a
37-34 lead at the break.
The second half was a backand-forth affair with the lead
changing hands six times.
UTPA held the lead until the
9:50 mark when Bernard King
hit a jumper to give the Aggies a
59-58 lead.
Neither team took a lead of
more than two points until the
Aggies went on a late run to
take control of the game. A 10-3
A&M run from the 4:42 mark
until the 1:52 mark gave the
Aggies a 76-69 lead. UTPA
came back and when Brian
Merriweather hit a fade-away
three-pointer with nine seconds

O

Commentary

The loss was just the
Gentlemen's second at
home this season. They are
now 8-2 at the Gold Dome.
The Broncs improved to 212 on the season on the
road.
Following a game against
the Belmont Bruins last
night, the Broncs play their
last home contest Feb. 24
against Centenary.
The Broncs end the sea
son Feb. 27 against Texas
A&M- Corpus Christi.

left, UTPA was within one point.
But Matt Hall's desperation
three as time expired was short,
giving the Aggies the three-point
win.
Also scoring in double figures
for the Broncs were John
Braxton with 15 points,
Merriweather with 14 points and
Kyle Sanders with 10 points.
Terrell Hill led the way with 10
rebounds.
King led five Aggies in dou
ble figures with 22 points.
The loss was the Broncs sec
ond in a row and dropped them
to 10-15 on the season. Texas
A&M won it's third straight
game and improved to 9-15
overall.

F

E

X

A

otherwise. Despite a dri
ving style that made his
opponents cringe at the
sight of his Monte Carlo in
their rear-view mirror, the
Intimidator was human
after all, just like the rest
of us. Sunday's tragedy
provided yet another
reminder as to just how
fragile life is.
Sports legends die all
the time. But in some
ways, the loss of
Earnhardt hurts more.
While the passing of leg
ends such as Walter
Payton and Wilt
Chamberlain were griev
ous, the 20-something
generation did not share
the same connection with
those men as it did with
Earnhardt.
Twenty-somethings
probably don't remember
the moves of Sweetness or
the sheer domination of
Wilt the Stilt, but we grew
up watching the
Intimidator drive his way
into stock car lore Sunday
afternoons.
But it's not the seven
Winston Cup
Championships he won or
his 76 career wins that
many fans will remember
about the man in black.
It's the memories many of
us made while watching
Earnhardt do what he did
best that we'll always
remember. It's the barbe
cues, the family gettogethers and the Sunday
parties that are Earnhardt's

Matt Lynch
The Pan American

The Broncs vs. Texas A&M Aggies
Mire Chatman scored a
career-high 31 points, but it was
n't enough as Texas A&M came
front behind to defeat UTPA,
81-78, in men's basketball action
Wednesday night at the Reed
Arena.
Chatman, a junior from
Garland, hit on 10-of-17 shots
from the field to post his career
high. His previous best was 25
points against Oral Roberts on
Dec. 30th. He made four-of-five
shots from beyond the threepoint line and was seven-ofeight from the free-throw line.
Chatman also pulled down a
season high nine rebounds.
UTPA controlled the tempo of
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Michael Waltrip won the
Daytona 500 Sunday, but
racing fans everywhere
lost something in Turn 4
of that final lap.
When Dale Earnhardt's
black no. 3 slammed the
wall at 180 mph,
NASCAR and race fans
were robbed of a legend in
an instant.
Waltrip thanked
Earnhardt during his
speech in victory lane and
said he couldn't have won
without his new teammate.
His words couldn't have
been more true.
In typical Earnhardt
fashion, the Intimidator
held off a pack of faster
cars in the closing laps of
the race to give his son
and Waltrip a chance to
win.
Fans everywhere,
including myself, are ,
thinking, "How could this
happen? Dale's supposed
to be invincible."
The career of a legend
isn't supposed to end in a
heap of mangled wreckage
covered by a blue tarp.
Earnhardt was supposed
to bang doors with whoev
er he wanted for as long as
he wanted to, and then
drive off into the sunset
when he was' ready to give
up racing.
But now we all know
S

T

E

— A ' . - * ! ' . - v.
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legacy to us.
Whether you loved him
or you hated him,
Earnhardt joined two gen
erations of race fans. He
filled the void between the
Petty era and the new gen
eration of racers.
If any of us can have
one consolation amidst
Daytona's sorrow, it is that
NASCAR's greatest driver
of all time left us doing
what he loved.
While Earnhardt's loss
hurts us, no one knew bet
ter than he that death was
not just a possibility in
racing, but an all-too-frequent reality.
I wish I could see that
black Chevrolet cruise into
victory lane just one more
time, but wishes don't
always come true.
A small part of me wish
es Earnhardt Jr. would
keep his father's legacy
alive and drive the black
no. 3, but the rest of me
knows that no one could
drive the car like the Man
in Black.
No one should ever
drive the no. 3 again. The
car and the number should
forever be a tribute to the
man who gave so much to
the sport and so much to
his fans
Sunday afternoons and
NASCAR just won't be
the same.
I guess the old adage is
true: you just don't realize
what you've got until it's
gone.

\
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University of Texas-Austin
Longhorns

University of Texas-Arlington
Mavericks

University of Texas-San
Antonio Roadrunners

University of Texas-El Paso
Miners

BASKETBALL
Feb. 16 - UT d. Oklahoma State 80-69
(OT)

BASKETBALL
Feb. 17 - McNeese State University

BASKETBALL
Feb. 17 - Louisiana-Monroe d. San
Antonio 107-104 (OT)

BASKETBALL
Feb. 17 - UT-E1 Paso d. Fresno State

d. UT-Arlington 105-96
AN ARMY OF ONE

IF YOU THINK A NIGHT
IN A FOXHOLE IS TOUGH,
TRY A LIFETIME IN A CUBICLE.
The U .S. Arrny o f f e r s 2 1 2 d i f f e r e n t c a r e e r o p p o r t u n i t i e s
in f i e l d s r a n g i n g from m e d i c i n e , c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d l a w
enforcement t o a c c o u n t i n g , e n g i n e e r i n g a n d intelligence.
You'll b e t r a i n e d . T h e n you'll u s e t h o s e s k i l l s from t h e
f i r s t d a y o n t h e job. It ' s a g r e a t w a y t o s t a r t m o v i n g in
t h e direction you w a n t t o g o .
Find One of 212 Ways to Be A Soldier
at GOARMY.COM
or call 1-800-USA-ARMY.
Contact your local recruiter.
And we'll help you find what's best for you.

10% Discount
Pan Am Students & Teachers
ID Required (Bar not included)

The President's
Choice in
Mexican Food

80-61

SPECIALS $4.95
3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Mon. - 2 Chalupas
T\ies. - 2 Enchiladas
Wed. - 2 Burritos
Thurs. -1 Tacotote
Fri. - 3 Tacos Reynosa
(includes rice, beans, & drink)

LA CASA Jy DEL TACO
Authentic
EDINBURG

W Mexican Food

321 W. University Dr.

383-0521

7:00 am -10:00 pm (Sun -Thurs) 7:00 am - Midnight (Fri & Sat)
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Lady Broncs continue losing streak
By Isaac Chavarria
The Pan American

Getting a record-tying 12th win hasn't
been easy for the Lady Broncs (11-16).
Saturday's 69-53 loss to the Texas A&MCorpus Christi Lady Islanders (15-11)
was their third in a row.
The streak is the second longest of the
season, since the Lady Broncs had five
straight losses that started them off to
0-5.
The Lady Broncs played catch up
throughout the half, but weren't able to
close the lead. UTPA kept the score close
and trailed 15-12 early.
UTPA was in control of the tempo
midway, matching TAMUCC shot for
shot and trailed 22-20, but the game
began to slip away as TAMUCC built up
the lead to 14 in the half.
Both teams had 39 rebounds, nine
steals and 19 turnovers in the game.
The Lady Broncs also picked up 17
defenseive rebounds for the game, which
limited the Lady Islanders' second shot
opportunities.
The Lady Broncs, who statistically
matched up well against the Lady
Islanders, were repeatedly scored on
inside. Lady Islander center Jean Clark
had 14 points in 19 minutes.
Fast break opportunities were plentiful

PREVIOUS GAME
Houston Baptist University held UTPA
to just seven points over the final 10
minutes of the game and defeated the
Lady Broncs 64-52 in women's basket
ball action Thursday night at Sharp
Gymnasium.
UTPA led by as many as 10 points in
the second half, but couldn't hold on to
the lead against the 23rd ranked team in
NALA.

The Lady Broncs defeated the Huskies
76-64 at the Fieldhouse Jan. 10th.
Cheveron Terry led the way for the
Lady Broncs with 18 points and five
rebounds.
Alexis Williams was the only other
Lady Bronc in double figures with 10
points. Tiffany Andrews led the way for
the Huskies with 21 points and 12
rebounds. UTPA fell to 11-15 with the
j loss, while HBU improved to 23-6.
for TAMUCC and helped add to their
assist total of 23.
With a quick six point run, the
Islanders took control of the game, 2820.
The scoring run continued as the Lady
Islanders outscored the Lady Broncs 104 to end the half. Free throws, eight-of11, allowed UTPA to remain in the game
At the half, TAMUCC shot 60.7 per

Lady Bronc basketball preview
Houston
Lady Cougars
Record: 17-9
Home: 10-2
Away: 7-7
Leading Scorer:
Chandi Jones 21.5
avg
Leading Rebounder:
Monet Sykes 6.6 avg

cent (17-28). The Lady Broncs took 30
shots, but only made seven, good for
23.3 percent.
Lady Bronc guard Cheveron Terry
started the second half shooting, scoring
a three on the first possession. Terry, who
leads the team with 13.7 PPG, was twoof-10 from beyond the arc for the game
and finished with eight points.
The Lady Islanders were held to a 48
percent field goal percentage in the sec
ond half, but UTPA was unable to take
advantage.
At one point, the Lady Broncs were
down by 24 points after having an eightminute field goal drought.
The Lady Islanders finished the game
shooting 54.7 percent, compared to 27.3
by UTPA. The Lady Broncs also shot
25.0 percent from three-point field goal
range.
TAMUCC was led by Detra Johnson's
19 points and had three other players
score in double figures. Rachel Grayson
had nine rebounds.
Naima Williams had 15 points and
nine rebounds, missing a double-double
for the fourth game in a row. Alexis
Williams scored 11 points, two steals and
five assists.
The Lady Broncs last chance to tie the
season win record is the season finale
tonight at the Fieldhouse at 7 p.m.

In their last game,
the Houston Lady
Cougars defeated
the DePaul Blue
Demons, 70-58.
Seniors Monet
Sykes and Jessica
Shanklin scored 11
and ten points
respectively in the
first half.
The Lady Cougars
shot 30 percent from
the field, but could
n't contain DePaul's
Lenae Williams, who
led the Blue Demons
to a 37-28 half-time
lead with 16 points.
Twelve points
came on four threepointers.
In the second half,

the Lady Cougars
shot 45 percent from
the field and
outscored DePaul
42-21 in the final
twenty minutes.
The Lady Cougars
improved to 17-9
overall on the year
and 10-4 in C-USA
play.
Their 10 wins
against C-USA
opponents are the
most in school histo
ry and their 10-2
record at Hofheinz
Pavilion this season
marks the most
home victories since
going 13-1 during
the 1991-92 cam
paign.

Baseball team loses first three road games
Sports Information

The University of Louisiana-Monroe
scored four runs in the fourth inning to
break a tie and eventually won 11-5 over
UTPA in baseball action Sunday after
noon at Indian Field.
The Broncs, who lost their third
straight game, tied the game at three
when Clark Baggett smacked the first
home run of the season for UTPA, a
three-run shot, in the top of the fourth
inning. However, the lead wouldn't last
long. The Indians scored four runs on
four hits and an error in the bottom of the
inning to take a lead they wouldn't relin
quish. The big hit was a two-out, two-run
double by Jaime Estrada, which expand
ed the lead to 6-3. The Broncs hit a season-high four doubles in the game and
had eight hits, tying a season high.
Mike Calvert took the loss for UTPA,
dropping him to 0-2 on the season. Matt
Kutac came off the bench to pick up two
hits and Jason Thompson also had a pair
of singles for UTPA. Baggett's home run
was his first as a Bronc. Mark DaSilva,
playing in just his third game as a Bronc
after a preseason injury picked up a hit
for the second straight game.
With the loss, the Broncs fell to 1-8 on
the season, while Louisiana-Monroe
improved to 7-0 overall. The Broncs will

return to action in four days when they
travel to San Antonio to participate in the
Irish Classic Baseball Tournament, held
at St. Mary's College. The Broncs will
face St. Mary's on Thursday at 7 p.m.
Doubleheader

Louisiana-Monroe pitchers combined
for 26 strikeouts as the Indians swept a
double-header from UTPA winning 6-3
and 2-0, Saturday at Indian Field.
In the opener, Aaron Dobbins pitched 6
1/3 innings, striking out 10 batters and
allowing just one walk to improve to 3-0
on the season. Jesse Hoorelbeke led
ULM with three hits in game one includ
ing a triple that plated two runs.
Toby Childers added two hits including
a double. Game two was a pitching duel
between UTPA's Justin Dowd and ULM's
Caleb McConnell as the two teams
totaled just 10 hits. ULM manufactured
its first run in the second-inning when
Hoorelbeke, who singled to lead off the
inning, scored on a sacrifice fly by
Haydn Chinn.
Chinn also played a part in ULM's sec
ond run, as he led off the fourth with a
single and advanced to second on a wild
pitch by Dowd. Joe Jensen advanced
Chinn with a sacrifice bunt and Benson
drove home the second run on a fielder's'

choice.
Meanwhile, McConnell was cruising,
striking out 12 batters and walking two in
7 2/3 innings to pick up his second win
of the year. Robert Carro entered in the
top of eighth-inning after McConnell
gave up a two-out walk and single. The
junior right-hander proceeded to strikeout
all four batters he faced to pick up his
second save.
1UrV
IP#rift/i(Kir:
U m l i i U C#"*
b v HEDULE
Date

Opponent

Location

2/22

St. Mary's

San Antonio

2/23

Sam Houston

San Antonio

2/24

Notre Dame

San Antonio

2/27

UT-SA (DH)

Jody Ramsey

Position: Second baseman
Classification: Sophomore
Smacked the first home run of the sea
son for UTPA, a three-run shot, in the
top of the fourth inning. It tied the
game at 3-3. Finished the game with
two runs on one hit and also added
three RBI.
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Men win two, women take one -over weekend
By Matt Lynch

UTPA
BRONCS

Matt Gower
Classification:
Sophomore
Plays;
First Singles
Singles Season
Record: 4-10
Doubles Season
Record: 3-9
Last Singles
Match vs.
Lamar:
Matt Gower d.
Nebojsa Murisic

6-2, 6-0

The Pan American

Both the UTPA men's and women's ten
nis teams got off to a rough start over the
weekend, but finished in winning fashion.
"I think both teams played well overall,"
said Head Tennis Coach Scott Howard.
In most recent action, the Broncs and
Lady Broncs both picked up victories over
Lamar University Sunday.
The Broncs nearly shut out Lamar, win
ning 7-1. The men's team swept the dou
bles portion of the event, and their only
loss came at number three singles where
Christian Schoning defeated freshman
Brandon Meiners in a close match 1-6, 63, 10-8.
"The bright spot of the weekend was
that we finally played better doubles,"
Howard said.
Doubles play has been the Broncs'
weakness so far this season. The Broncs
have lost two matches 4-3 this season, and
the doubles point in both those contests
was the difference between victory and
defeat.
"When we play teams we're even with,
winning four out of six singles matches is
a lot to ask," Howard said.
The Lady Broncs also earned a victory
over Lamar, winning 5-2.
The Lady Broncs earned points at first,
fourth, fifth and sixth singles, with fresh
men Celine Merlini, Alana Breen, Jessica

-Bernie Saenz

Juan Saiz Picaso defeated Thatcher
Cribbs of Lamar 6-0, 6-2 on Sunday.
Brown and sophomore Mireya Villarreal
all picking up victories, respectively.
The Lady Broncs also earned the dou
bles point by winning two out of the three
doubles matches.
Both the Broncs (3-4) and Lady Broncs
(5-5) began their weekend of competition
with shut-out losses to Rice University.
"Rice is a tough team and very strong,"
Howard said.
Junior Kareem Abdullah played well

against his Rice counterpart, losing 6-1,76 at number five singles.
"The guys had to play indoors, and were
never really able to get started," Howard
said. "They were never really able to get
used to the courts, which were pretty fast."
Merlini nearly came away with a win
against Rice, losing a tough match to Erin
Waters 3-6, 6-4, 10-3.
"It was a tough match to lose [for
Merlini]," Howard said.
The Broncs return to action this week
end, playing Texas Wesleyan and confer
ence rival UT-Arlington Saturday, and
New Orleans Sunday.
UT-Arlington, the two-time Southland
Conference champion, should prove tough
for the Broncs to tackle.
"They've been the best team in the con
ference for the last four or five years,"
Howard said.
"They should provide a good measuring
stick to see how we match up against
them," he said.
Howard also went on to say that the
Broncs' next conference match against
Louisiana-Monroe Feb. 27 at home could
be their biggest match of the season.
"They're in the middle of the pack in
the conference," he said. "Beating them
will be very important for our seeding in
the conference tournament."
The Lady Broncs also play over the
weekend, facing off against St. Mary's
Saturday.

LADY
BRONCS

Eve Nickclson
Classification:
Junior
Plays:
Second Singles
Singles Season
Record: 8-12
Doubles Season
Record: 1-1
Last Singles
Match vs.
Lamar:
Catalina Pas d.
Eve Nickelson
6-0, 6-0

Lady Broncs prepare for future with tryouts
By Isaac Chavarria
The Pan American

Rosales
Position: Setter/
Defensive Specialist
Height: 5'4"
Classification: Fr.
Hometown: McAllen
Games played: 24
Matches played: 11
Matches started: 0
Kills: 0
Kills per game: 0.00
Errors: 0
Total Attempts: 3
Percentage: .000
Setting assist: 6
Assist per game: 0.25
Serving aces: 1
Aces per game: 0.04
Serving errors: 3

The Lady Bronc volleyball
team, who matched UTPA's alltime record for wins with 19,
lost four seniors and begins
preparations for next season by
restocking their roster.
The first step for the team is
holding open tryouts.
Departing seniors played
important roles on the team and
their absences leave the team
with one primary setter and one
defensive specialist. It also
depleted the outside hitter posi
tion.
"We are looking for the best
available athletes. If anybody
can help us at any different
position, we'll be willing to
have them on the team," head
volleyball coach Dave Thorn
said.
Freshman Shawnda
Mcdowell and freshman Jena
Rae Rosales are the only setters
on the roster. Mcdowell started
20 matches and had 251 setting
assists. Rosales is also listed as
a defensive specialist.
'Tryouts are going to consist
of different skills tests, to see
how people are at passing, set-

What: Walk-on tryouts
When: March 1st @ 2:30 p.rn
Where: UTPA Fieldhouse
Contact Dave Thorn at 3167007 for more information
ting, serving and hitting. All the
basic skills of volleyball,"
Thorn said.
Having depth at all positions
was important for the Lady
Broncs last season. Seniors
Misty Cook and Debbie Puente,
who were expected to play big
roles as starters, suffered
injuries that limited them to
three and 20 starts, respective
lySophomore Rosie Trevino
Ramos also suffered an injury
and left the team with two mid
dle blockers. Freshman Mindy
Hubik came in and received the
Rookie of the Year Award.
Hubik led the Broncs in kills
and blocks this season, and was
named Independent Player of
the Week twice. She was also
named second team AllIndependent.

"They [walk-ons] give us
more depth for practices and
games. It allows people with
different experiences to come
in and have an opportunity to
be on the team," Thorn said.
Last year the team was a mix
of veterans and newcomers.
UTPA signed six players and
the single local signee was
Rosales, who made the team as
a walk-on and played in 24
games.
With the departure of Enith
Villalobos, Rosales is listed as
the only defensive specialist for
the team.
Although walk-ons do not
have the opportunity to get
scholarships right away, Thorn
says that won't always be the
case.
"If that were to come up
down the road, it would be dis
cussed on an individual basis,"
Thorn said.
Students must attend UTPA
full time and must complete a
physical before trying out for
the team. Physicals should be
done on a UTPA physical form.
-Arnulfo Moreno
Other regulations to meet
Lady Bronc freshman setter Jena Rae
NCAA eligibility will be dis
Rosales watches the ball in the final game
cussed during the practice.
of the volleyball season.

